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BRITISH EMPIRE 


IN 


AMERICA Koe. 


Barbadoes, Septemb. zo. 1731. 


HE Inhabitants of this Iſland having laſt Summer 
preferr'd an humble Petition to his Majeſty, ſetting 
& forth ſome Difficulties they laboured under in point 
we a of Trade, I took the Liberty to ſend you a Copy of 
that Petition, with my Thoughts thereon, and ſuch 
Obſervations as I had then made relating to the Sugar Colonies, 
and left it to you to make ſuch Uſe of them as you ſhould 
think proper. 


ED! 


YOU thought them not unworthy the publick View ; and 
my Letter appear'd in Print under the Title of, The preſent State 
of the Britiſh Sugar Colonies conlider'd, in a Letter from a 
Gentleman of Barbadocs to his Friend in London: And I have 
ſince learn'd from you, that the Publication of my Letter was 
attended with this good Conſcquence, that ſeveral Britiſb Gentle- 
men, and many of them Members of the Legiſlature, were thereby 
induc'd to inquire more narrowly than they had ever before 
done into the State of the Britiſp Sugar Colonies, and were 
thereby convinc'd of their Importance to the Britiſp Crown, and 
that they were worthy the Care of a Britiſs Parliament. 
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THIS Account, I muſt own, gave me great Pleaſure : For it 
is my u:moſt Wiſh to be as ſerviceable to my Country as I can; | 
and 1 know of no better Way of being ſo, in my preſcnt Circum- | 
ſtances, than by animating our worthy Patriots to ſave theſe de- 
clining Colonics from the Ruin now impending over them. 


THE Affair mention'd in that Petition being afterwards tranſ- 
ferr'd to the Parliament, a Bill ſoon pals'd the Lower Houle, 
whereby many of the Miſchiefs complain'd of in the {aid Peti- 
tion would hays been remedied ; but it ſeems the Oppoſition | 

given to it in the Upper Houſe by ſome of the Northern Colo- 1 
nies, and the Prorogation of the Parliament, which ſoon fol- 
low'd, prevented its paſling into a Law. And it now lies in a 
State of Suſpenſion till next Seſſions, when doubtleſs it will be 
again promoted, 


— IN the mean Time our Aſſembly here have thought it neceſ- 
| ſary to make an humble Repreſentation to the Right Honour- | 
able the Lords Commiſſioners for Trade and Plantations on the | 
Subject Matter of the Petition recited in my former Letter; 
and I now ſend you a Copy of it, with a few Remarks of my 


own thcrcon. | 
| 3 
Fi The Repreſentation run thus, (v/z.) IN 
: To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners for : | 
6 Frade and Plantations; 
| The Humble Repreſentation of the General Aſſembly of the | | 
I | Iſland of Barbadocs; 
8 | N | | 
1 Sßheweth, | | 5 | 
7 OE { 
| _ HAT the. ſaid Iſland has for many Years paſt been 
% a very profitable Colony to Great Britain, as well by 


its Produce and Import of Sugar, Rum, Melaſſes, Cotton, —_ 
_* Ginger and Aloes, as by its taking off from thence great Quan- 7 
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tities of Woollen and other ManufaQures, and Goods that 
pay Duties to the Crown, (which by Means of the Barbazoes 
Trade, are part conſum'd among the Inhabitants of the ſaid 
Ifland, and other Part thereof are exported from Great Bri- 
tain to Africa, and Madera, and the Northern Britiſh Colo- 
nies for the Purchaſe of Negroes, Wine, Fiſh, and other Goods 
for the Uſe of this Iſland, and thereby numberleſs Hands have 
been employ'd in his Majeſty's Kingdom and Territories, and 
great Revenues have accrued to the Crown); and has alſo been 
a great Support to his Majcſty's Northern Colonies, and given 
a very great and profitable Vent to their Fiſhery and other 
Produce, as alſo to the Produce of Ireland, beſides employing 
in thoſe ſeveral Trades great Numbers of Shipping and Seamen, 
on which the Wealth and Safety of the Britiſh Nation ſo 
much depend); and after all, has uſed to leave a conſiderable 
Ballance in England, to the Benefit of the National Stock. 


* THAT the Intereſt of this Iland, and of all other his Maje- 
ſty's Sugar Colonies is cloſely united with that of Great 
Britain ; and all thoſe Sugar Colonies muſt ever be dependant 
on it, and be ſupply'd from thence, becauſe they have no 


cc Trade or Manufactures which can interfere with thoſe of 
“% Great Britain. 


© THAT within theſe few Years great Improvements have 
been made by the French and Dutch in their Sugar Colonies, 
and great and extraordinary Encouragements have been given 
to them not only from their Mother Countries, but alſo from 
a pernicious Trade carry'd on to and from Ireland, and the 
Northern Britiþ Colonies : And the French do now from 
the Produce of their own Sugar Colonies ſupply with Sugar 
not only France itſelf, but Spain alſo and a great Part of Fe- 
land, and the Northern Britzfþ Colonies, and have to ſpare 
for Holland, Germany, [taly, and other Parts of Europe : 
And the French and Dutch Sugar Colonics have lately ſup- 
ply'd the Northern Brit:fþ Colonies with very large Quan- 
tities of Melaſſes for the making of Rum, and other Uſes, 
and even with Rum of their own Manufacture, to the vait 
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Prejudice of his Majcſty's Sugar Colonies, as Rum is a Com- 
modity on which, next to Sugar, they moſtly depend; and 
have had in Return for ſuch Sugar, Rum and Melaſles, Ship- 
ping, Horſes, Boards, Staves, Hoops, Lumber, Timber for 
Building, Fiſh, Bread, Bacon, Corn, Flower, and other 
Plantation-Neceſſaries at as eaſy Rates as his Majeſty's Sub- 
jects of the Sugar Colonies have: And the continual Supplies 
receivd by the French and Dutch from the Northern Britiſh 
Colonies, have cnabled them ro put on and maintain a greater 


Number of Slaves on their Plantations, and to cnlarge their 


Sugar Works, and make new Settlements in new fertile Soils, 
and at the ſame Time coſt little, being now purchas'd chicfly 
with Melaſſes; which before the late Intercourſe between the 
Foreign Colonics and the Northern Britiſp Colonies were 
flung away, as of no Value: And thus the French and Dutch 
Colonies are daily improving, while his Majeſty's Sugar Colo- 
nies arc apparently declining ; and inſtead of ſupplying, as they 


uſed to do, France and Holland, and many other Parts of 


Europe with Sugar, are now almoſt confin d tothe home Con- 


ſumption in Great Britain, and are, in a great Meaſure, ex- 
| cluded from the Kingdom of Ireland and the Northern Brit:fþ 


Colonies ; who, inſtead of ſending their Produce, as uſual, 
to his Majeſty's Sugar Colonies, and taking Sugar and Rum 
in Return, do now often ſend it directly to the foreign Sugar 
Colonies, in Exchange for the Produce of thoſe foreign 
Colonies : And whenever they do ſend their Produce to the 
Britiſh Sugar Colonies, they inſiſt upon being paid for it in 
Caſh ; which they export to, and Hy out among the foreign 
Sugar Colonics in the Purchale of the very ſame Goods that 
they formerly uſed to ſupply themſelves with from his Maje- 
ſty's Sugar Colonies: To the enriching the forcign Sugar 
Colonies, and impoveriſhing his Majeſty's. 


*. The Miſchiefs ariſing to his Majeſty's Sugar Colonics from 
this Commerce (which is apparently in Derogation and Eva- 
ſion. of the fifth and ſixth Articles of the Treaty of Peace in 
America, made between England and France in 1686.) are 
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very many and evident, and will increaſe more and more if 
ſome effectual Stop be not put to it. 


* 


« MARTINI QUE is now arriv x to a very orcat Pitch of 
Proſperity and Power, and affords new Supplies of People for 
ſettling the neighbouring Iflands of Dominique, St. Vincent, 
and St. Lucia; and Guerdaloupe, Grand Terre, Marigalant, 
Granada and Cayane increaſe and flouriſh in Proportion; and 
on Hiſpaniola the French ſpread ſo faſt as to become formidable 
to their Neighbours ; whilſt on the other hand, many of the 
Planters in the Britiſb Sugar Colonies, and particularly in this 
Iſland, have been, and daily are neceſſitated to forlake their - 
ancient and well-built Eſtates, and ſhelter themſelves in 
Penſilvania, New Tork, and other the Northern Britiſp 
Colonies. 

« THIS apparent Increaſe of the Riches and Power of the 
French Sugar Colonies, and Decteaſe of the Riches and Power 
of the Britiſh Sugar Colonies, is, in great meaſure, owing to 
the Commerce aforeſaid, which is deſtruQive- to the Britiſh 
Sugar Colonies, but highly advantageous to the French ; who 
tacreby find a Vent not only for their Sugar, but allo for 
their Rum and Melaſſes, (which formerly they flung away) 
and have theſe Supplies of Lumber, Horſes and Plantation- 
Stores; without which they never could have enlarged or 
ſupported, nor can ſupport their Sugar Plantations. 


« BESIDES the great Benefits the French receive from this 
Commerce, (which of itfelf alone muſt ſoon deſtroy the Britiſb 
Sugar Colonies) there arc other Cauſes which contribute to 
make his Majcſty's er Colonies decline, and the French 
Sugar Colonies flouriſh. — 


«© THE French Sugar Colonics receive the greateſt Encou- 
ragements from their Mother Country, and their Dutics ate 
leſs than ours. 
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© THE French King is daily ſending Men to his Sugar 
Colonies, and pays their Paſſage thither, and maintains them 


there a Lear after their Arrival. 


6 HE encourages their Trade to Gurney, by giving a Premium 
for every Negro imported thither from Africa. 


e HE remits one Half of the Duty upon ſuch Goods of the 
Produce of his Sugar Colonics as are brought Home in Re- 
turn for ſuch Negroes. 


N E maintains the Fortifications in his Sugar-Colonies. 


H E permits Spaniſh Ships to trade with them, and par- 


ticularly for Pieces of Eight, in Exchange for Flower and 


other Goods, which they get from the Hritiſp Northern 
Colonies, in Return for their Sugar, Rum and Melaſſes. 


« E permits them to Trade to the Haniſß Iſlands of Mar- 


gueritta, Trinidado, and Porto-Rico; and he allows them to 


ſend directly to the Ports of Spain Sugars of all Sorts, (except 
Raw or Muſcovado Sugars) ; and allo all other Goods of the 
Product of the French Iſlands in America, paying a Duty of 
One per Cent. only on Exportation, without firſt importing 
them into France ; whilſt, on the other hand, his Majeſty's 
Sugar Colonies have no ſuch Encouragements. 


“The Inhabitants of this, and all other his Majeſty's Sugar 
Colonies, are oblig'd to carry their Sugars, and all other enu— 
merated Goods, firſt into Great Britain, after paying in the 
Colonies where they are produc d, (Jamaica excepted) a 
Duty of four and a half per Cent. in Specie on 5 
before they can carry them any where elſe, (except to the 
Britiſh Colonics) ; and are oblig d, upon exporting them after- 
wards from Great Britain, to leave in Ireland a Duty of near 
two per Cent, and ate hag to the Riſque of a double Voyage, 
“ beſides 
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beſides the Charge of it; which amounts to not leſs than 


twenty per Cent. more. 


« HS Majeſty's Subjects of this and other his Sugar Colonies 
pay upwards of ten per Cent. more than the French and Dutch 
do for what Sugar is carry'd to his Majeſty's Northern Colo- 
nics, and conſum'd there: By which Means thoſe Colonics 
are moſtly ſupply'd with foreign Sugar, to the Prejudice of the 
Plantation- Duties, (being part of their aggregate Fund, which 
might otherwiſe be greatly increaſcd) : And altho' the French 
and Dutch Subjeas of the Sugar Colonics do fo vend their 
Sugar, as well as their Rum and Melaſſes, to the Northern 
Britiſh Colonies ; yet the Subjects of his Majeſty's Sugar 
Colonies are reſtraind from vending their Produce to the 
French or Dutch Colonies: and at the ſame Time, his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects of the Northern Britiſh Colonies and Ireland 
have that Advantage. 


« AND the French are at Liberty to ſend their Sugars directly 
to Ireland without fuſt importing them into Great Britain and 
paying a Duty there to. his Majeſty, which his Majeſty's Sub- 
jets of the Sugar Colonies arc oblig'd to do: And they are 


ſupply'd with Beef and other Proviſions directly from Ireland 


on as only Terms as his Majeſty's SubjeRs are. 


i; THESE and many other Advantages the foreign Sonar 
Colonies, and particularly the French, have over his Majeſty” 8 
Sugar Colonies, and particularly this Iſland; whom it has 
pleaſed the Almighty God in his good Providence to afflict 
lately in a more eſpecial manner, by a moſt violent Tempeſt 
and Hurricane, which began on the 13th Day of this Inſtant 
Auguſt, and laſted all that and the ſucceeding Day with the 
utmoſt Fury, to the inexpreſſible Terror and immenſe Damage 
of the Inhabitants, who have had not only a great many of 


their Corn-Fields, Plantain. Walks, Fruit and Timber-Trecs 


blown down, or torn up by the Roots, and their Canes 
damaged, but their Dwelling Houſes, Wind-Mills, Boyling- 
Houſcs, and other their belt and moſt ſubſtantial Buildings, 
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as of them wholly demotiſh'd, and others overſet, rent, 


uncover d. or otherwiſe greatly damnify'd: And fo general 


has the Calamity been, that there is ſcarce a Perſon throughout 
the whole Iſland but who has received a conſiderable Loſs by 
this dreadful Storm; the Conſequences of which are ſtill more 
grievous, for that there is not in this Iſland (nor has been here 
for ſome Years ſince, that pernicious Trade between the Nor- 
thern Brit;/þ Colonics and the Foreign Sugar Colonics began) 
Lumber ſufficient to repair a tenth Part of the Buildings 
damag'd by this Tempeſt, 


© THIS Scarcity of Lumber is one of the many miſchievous 


Effects of that Trade, and great is the Number of our poor In- 
habitants, who now have no Place to lay their Heads in, and 
lic expos'd to all the Injurics of the approaching rainy Seaſon, 
for Want of thoſe Northern Supplies which our Neighbours 
the French are plentifully furniſh'd with: So great is our 
preſent Deſolation, that many of the poor Inhabitants, unable 
to rebuild their ruin'd Houſes, will be driven to quit the Iſland: 
And thus our Strength decays, and at the ſame Time the exor- 
bitant Power of the French, at our very Doors, threatens us 
with inſtant DeſtruQion in caſe of a War; for their Iſles are 
full of Mcn and Arms, whilſt the Inhabitants of this Ifland 


grow every Day thinner, and want almoſt every thing neceſſary 


for thcir Dcfence, 


* BUT ſhould a War not happen, yet the Britiſh Sugar 
Colonies will (till be in Danger of being loſt to the Briti 

Nation, unleſs ſome ſpeedy Care be taken to ſave them from 
the Ruin now impcnding over them: And if they are loſt, 
Great Britain will loſe the Export of all the Britiſſ Manufac- 
tures now taken off by the Sugar Colonies, and the whole 
Benefit ariling from the Importation' of their Product ; our 
Navigation and Seamen mult neceſſarily fall off and diminiſh ; 
the African Trade, as chiefly depending on the Sugar Colo- 


nies, mult decay; and our Sugar- Works and other Plantation- 


Stock and Utenſils become of no Uſe, and thereby ſo much 
Wealth will be ſunk and loſt to the Britiſb Nation: And in 
* that 
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that Caſe too, ſuch of the Northern Britiſh Colonies as 
now court a French Trade and French Dependance, will 
ſoon be reduc'd ro a Condition too wretched to be named, 
and an End be put to the Britiſh Empire in America. 
But, may God avert theſe Evils ! Nor are we without Hopes 
that the Britiſh Sugar Colonies may till be preſerv'd,. and 
even reſtor'd to their former flouriſhing Condition, if timely 
Meaſures be yet taken for removing the many and great Diſ- 
advantages they now lie under in Point of Trade, and pro- 
per Encouragements be given them. 
« Whcther a Prohibition of the Importation of all Sugar, 
Rum and Melaſſes of the Growth, Product or Manutacture of 
any the Plantations in America, which are not in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of, or under the Dominion of his Majeſly, into the 
Kingdoms of Great Britain or Ireland, ot any of his Majcſty's 
Colonies or Plantations in America, or any other his Majeſty's 
Britiſh Dominions, or a total Prohibition of Trade between 
the Northern Brz#7ſh Colonies and the Foreign Sugar Colonies, 


or of any particular Branches of Trade; as namely, thoſe of 


Horſes and Lumber, or the granting his Majeſty's Subjects 
of the Sugar Colonies the like Advantages in their Trade as 
the Subjects of the Foreign Sugat Colonies now actually have. 
Whether all, or any of theſe, or what other Meaſures in par- 
ticular may be proper and ſufficient to attain the good Ends 
deſird ; to wit, the ſaving the Britiſß Sugar Colonies from 
Ruin, and reſtoring them to their once flouriſhing State; we 
preſume not to ſay; but humbly hope your Lordſhips will 
be pleas d to take the Premiſes into Conſideration, and there- 


upon do what to your Lordſhips, in your great Wiſdom, ſhall 
ſeem fitting. | 


THE principal Points aim'd at in Favour of the Britiſb Sugar 


Colonies, as well by the late Petition, as by the preſent Repre- 
ſentation, I take to be as follow : 


I. A Prohibition of the Importation of all Foreign Sugar, 
Rum and Melaſſes into any of his Majclty's Dominions. 


C re 1A 


[16 ] 


II, A Prehibirion of the Britiſh Subjects © ſupplying the 
Foreign Sugar Colonies with ſach Materials and Nece(- 


laries as tend to ſupport and enlarge them, and more 


particularly with Lumber and Horſes. 


III. An Encouragement of a Vent of Britiſh Sugar, Rum, 
and Melaſſes, by permitting them to be ſent directly 
from the Britiſb Colonics to all foreign Ports; where 
the Subjects of foreign Powers are permitted to go 
directly with their Produce of the like Kinds; and that, 
upon paying as eaſy Duties as Foreigners pay in the like 
Caſes. 1 ; 


THE Facts alledg d in this Repreſentation are of themfelves 
ſo 'notorious, that they need no Proof; and the Remedies pointed 
at by that Repreſentation appear from thence to be ſo properly 
fitted to the Nature of the Caſe, that, perhaps, better will 
hardly be agreed on. And J do not doubt but you will join 


with me in thinking ſo, when you conſider, in relation to the 


firſt Point, that if the French make their Sugar, Rum, and Me- 
laſſes much cheaper than the Britiſp Planters can, and are at 
Liberty to export them, paying à Duty only of one 7 Cent.; 
and upon paying that Duty of one per Cent. are at Libetty to 
import them into his Majeſty's Northern American Dominions: 
and the Britiſb Subjects cannot export their Sugar, Rum, and 
Melaſſes, and import them into our Northern Colonies, with- 
out paying a Duty of 4 2 per Cent. in Specie; and a farther 
Duty of 7 = per Cent. in Caſh, commonty -call'd, The Planta- 
tion Duty, (which are Facts that no one will dare to deny); that 
the French muſt actually ingroſs the whole Trade of Sugar, Rum, 


and Melaſſes to the Notthern Britiſh Colonies, "ſince they can 
ſell their Produce eleven pr Cent. cheaper than the Britiſb 


Planters can: And the French will ſtill have much greater Ad- 
vantages over the Britiſb Sugar Planter, as to Ireland, as they 
can ſend their Produce thither directly ; and the Britiſh Sugar 


Planter cannot, but muſt fffſt go to Creut Britain, unlade there, 


and leave a Duty of about two per Cent. and re- lade, and ſo 
| 4 oS > : - f 80 


C an ] 

go to Ireland. Beſides this, tis certain, that what Mu/covade 
Sugars the French: ſend to Ireland, are generally enter d there 
not by the Name of Muſcovado Sugars, as they really are, but 
under the Denomination of Paneels, which pay there a Duty 
only of 15. 10d. per Hundred; whereas French Muſcovadoes 
pay 35. 10 d. per Cent, This Fraud is well known, and yet 
notoriouſly practis d. | a 


. | 
'TIS ſaid by the New England Men, that the Britiſh Sugar 
Colonies do not make Rum and Melaſſes enough to ſupply their 


Wants; and if they ate debarr'd buying French Rum and Mclalles, 


from whence they now make Rum themſelves) they cannot 
carry on their Indian Trade and Northern Fiſhery ; But I would 
be glad to know how they carry'd on thoſe Trades during the 
laſt two Wars with the French, and all the while the French 
threw away their Melaſſes, and made not one Drop of Rum! 
Did not the Britiſhꝭ Sugar Colonies then ſupply them with ſuf- 
ficient Quantities of Rum and Melaſſes for all their Occaſions? 


It may be ſaid, that the Inhabitants of Northern America are 


much increaſed ſince the laſt Peace, and that they now imploy 
more Hands in their Indiau Trade and Fiſhery than they did be- 


fore the Peace, and that conſcquently their Demands for Rum 
and Melaſſes are larger: Taking this for granted, tis as true, that 


all the Brit;/ſþ Sugar Colonics in general do now, in Time of 
Peace, make much more Sugar, and conſequently more Rum 
and Melaſſes than they did during the War. Antigua, Nevis 
and Mount ſcrat now make almoſt double the Quantity of thoſe 
Species that they uſed to do in Time of War; and the whole 
Ifland of St. Chri/fophers is now ours; and that Iſland alone 
makes upwards of 1 5,000 Hogſheads of Sugar a Year: Barbadoes 
now makes about 20,000 Hogſheads of Sugar a Year, and 
Jamaica about as many. Barbadoes has about 90,000 Inhabi- 
rants white and black, and could maintain and find Employ for 


-30,000 more, if there were proper Encouragements, tho tis 


ſcarce a 40th Part as big as Jamaica, which yet has not as many 
Souls in it, tho' the latter contains above 4,000,000 Acres of 
Land, and the other not much above 100,009, What Quantitics 
then of Sugar, Rum, and Melaſſes could not Jamaica, and all 
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me Britiſh Sugar Iſlands produce, were they fully planted ? As 


ſurely they would be, were they encouraged as they ought to be, 


and their Rivals in the Sugar Trade prohibited from ſupplying 
his Majcſty's Dominions with the very fame Produce that his 
Majeſty's own Sugar Colonics uſed, and can, and ought to ſupply 
them with. | 


BUT after all, the Truth of the Fact is, That the New 


ngland Men have never yet found that the Britiſß Sugar Colo- 


nics could not furniſh them with as much Rum and Melaſſes as 
they wanted : Or, if the Caſe had been ſo, better would it 
have been that they ſhould have taken Malt-Spirits from their 


Mother Country to carry on their Fiſhery, than that they ſhould 


be allow'd to buy Rum and Melaſſes of the Frenchman for that 
Purpoſe, who could find no Vent for it elſe where (Ireland ex- 
ceptcd) ; and therefore muſt have flung his Melaſſes away, as he 
uled to do before this execrable Trade between his Majeſty's 
Northern American Colonies and the French Sugar Iſlands was 
ſet on Foot. 


I CANNOT, without Indignation, hear what is advanc'd 
by the Partiſans of ſome of the Northern Colonies, and of New 
England in particular; ( vi.) That they cannot catry on their 
Indian Trade and Fiſhery without French Rum and Melaſſes; 
and that they cannot ſubſiſt without a Trade with the French 
Sugar Colonies. Tis well known that they want no Rum for 
their Indian Trade, for they themſelves have Laws of their own 
making, prohibiting under molt ſever: Penalties the Sale of 
Rum to the Indians: And as to their Fiſhery, tis as well known 
that the Oli England Men carry'd it on for many Years before 
the New England Men ſupplanted them in it; and that the 
New England Men alfo carry'd it on for many Years afterwards 
without the Aſſiſtance of French Rum and Melaſſes, and might 
ſtill do ſo if they pleag'd : But Things, it ſeems, arc now brought 


to that happy Pals, that that Colony, ſo highly valuable in their 


own Opinion, that high and mighty, and independant Colony 
(for ſuch they affect to be eſteem'd) are reduced to a Neceſſity 
of acknowledging that they depend on the French, and cannot 

ſubſiſt 
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ſubſiſt without a French Trade; a Trade which the French; 


without any Breach of Treaty, may exclude them from when- 


ever they pleaſe, On ſuch a precarious Trade, fuch a vile De- 
pendance do thoſe provident New England Men now found 
thcir molt valuable Branches of Trade, I mean the Indian Trade, 
and that of their Fiſhery: The latter of which ſtood ſurely on 
more ſure Foundations, when carryd on by their Mother 
Country intirely independant of the Will and Plcalure of the 
French Nation, 


'TIS certain the Northern Colonies, and New England in 


particular, cannot ſubliſt without a Trade with ſome Sugar Colo- 
nies; and that as their Subſiſtance is the ſupplying of the Sugar 


Plantations with Flower, Biſcuit, Pipe-Staves, Fiſh and other - 


Proviſions, the prohibiting them that Commerce would be their 
Ruin, as the late Mr, Gee well obſcry'd, in his Obfervations on 
the Trade and Navigation of Great Britain: But that Gentlemart 
poke of our Suger Plantations, and not of the French Sugar 
Plantatiens ;. for he made that Obſervation profeſſedly to prove 
that there was no Ground to fear that the Br/7i/þ Northern Colo- 
nics could, by growing. rich, ſet up for themſelves, and caſt off 
the Engliſh Government. What would that Gentleman have 
{.id, had he liv'd to ſce thoſe Northern Colonies renouncing, in 
a manner, all Commerce with their Engliſh Brethren of the 
Sugar INands, leaving them unſupply'd with their Northern Pro-. 
duce, hurrying every Thing to the French Sugar Iſlands, and 
putting their whole Dependance upon that illegal Trade, lo op- 


parently deſtructive to the Britiſh Sugar Iſlands, and prejudicial 


to Great Britain? How doth New England now depend on 
the Britiſh Sugar Iſlands, or, indeed; on Great Britain itſelf! 
The Inhabitants of that Colony have wrelted the. Fiſhery out of 
the Hands of their Mother Country ; engrofs'd, in great meaſure, 
the Trade of Ship- building; broke in on the Nav ration of Great 
Britain; ſet up Manufactures of Woollen, Linncn, Iron, Hats, 
Camblets; making of Cabinets, Chairs, Tables, Chaiſes, Sedans, 
and what not; all of them interfering with the Manufactures of, 
Great Britain: They foreſtal the Markets with foreign Sugats 3 
and import into their own Colonies Italian Silks, French Silks, 
Drugęgets, 
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5 Druggets, India Silks and Calicoes, and French and Hambrough 


Linnens, and lay out the Produce of their Cargoes carry'd 10 
Spain, Portugal and the Streights in foreign ManufaQures, in- 
ſtead of bringing their Money to Great Britain: Whereas, on 
the other hand, the Britiſh Sugar Colonies have no one Trade 
Or ManufaQure whatever that interferes with any one Trade or 
Manufacture of Great Britain, and therefore mult ever be depen. 


dant on it, and ſupported from thence. 


I KNOW it has been ſaid, and/inculcated with much Malice, 
that Barbadoes hath ſer up the Refining of Sugar, and a terrible 
Outcry is made of the ill Conſequences that muſt attend it, 
and all this without any Foundation; for there is not ſo much as 
a ſingle Refining-houſe in Barbadoes belonging to any Britiſh 
Subject. There is, indeed, a Frenchman, one Le Roy, living 
in the Bridge Town in that Iſland, that now and then, when a 
Cask of Sugar in Shipping off, happens to fall into the Sea, has 
undertaken to boil it over again, and make the beſt of it for 
the Ship's Crew, who, in that Caſe, are oblig'd to make good 
the Damages to the Owners of the Sugars, Such an Accident 
may happen, perhaps, once in a Twelve- month: And this is all 
the Refining throughout the whole Britiſh Sugar Colonies, all 
of whom have thcir refined Sugars from Great Britain, as will 


appear from the Books of their Correſpondents 1 in Great Britain, 


and thoſe of the Cuſtom- houſe. 


THE next Point aimed at by the Britiſh Sugar Colo- 
nies, is, 


A Prohibition of the Brzti/h Subject ſupplying the foreign 
Sugar Colonies with ſuch Materials and Neceſſarics as 
tend to ſupport and enlarge them, and more particularly 
with Lumber and Horſes. 


- UPON this Head I muſt obſerve to you, That during the 
laſt War between the Crowns of Great Britain and France, the 
French Sugar Colonies were in a very low and deſpicable Condi- 
tion, and did not then produce Sugar ſufficient for their own 
Conſumption : 


[153] 
Conſumption : Their Melaſſes they threw away, and had never 
then made any the leaſt Quantity of Rum: They had then very 
few Suzar- Works; and the Mills they had, were carry'd about 


by Cattle or Water: They had no Still-houſes, and were in great 
Want of Coppers, Coolers, Skummers, Ladles, Pots, Drips, 


and all other Plantation Utenſils, and had very few Negrocs aud - 


Horſes, and the Inhabitants were very poor, and had no Money 
to buy what they wanted. 


IN this "PAR nu ſeveral clandeſtine Traders from the Britiſh 
Colonics, knowing the Wants of the French Sugar Planters, and 


that they would part with what Sugar they made at low Prices 


in Exchange for Neceſſaries to carry on and enlarge their Sugar 
Works, fell into a Trade with them, and ſupply'd them with all 
Things neceſſary for that Purpoſe ; and in Return, took their 
Sugar and Melaſſes, which till then was of no Valuc. 


THE French Sugar Planters by theſe Means furniſhed them- 
ſelres from the Britiſh Colonics with every Thing they wanted, 
and went'roundly to work, and founded many new Supar Works; 
which they never could have done without the Aſliſtance of New 


England, who ſoon 'turn'd the Courfe of their Trade that Way, 
and furniſhed'the French with every Thing they could, and parti- 
'cularly with Lumber and Horſes; and Ireland furniſhed them 


with Beef, Pork, Herrings, and other Proviſions. 


TH'U $ che good naturd Brit iſh Subjects nurs'd up, cheriſh'd 
and ſupported the French Sugar 'Colonies in their Infancy; and 
have continued to do fo, till they are now become our Rivals, or 
rather Conquerors in the Sugar Trade. | 


TIS amazing, that the-Briti/h Subjects ſhould have been thus 
long permitted to drive a Trade with the French Sugar Colonics 


in Violation of the Treaty of Peace and Neutrality made between 


the two Ctowns in the Year 1686, The 4th, 5th and 6th 
Articles whereof run thus; (/.) | 


ARTI- 
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ARTIC LI V. 
« JT is agreed, That both Kings ſhall have and retain to 
themſclves all the Dominions, Rights and Pre-cminences in 
the American Seas, Roads, and other Waters whatſoever, in 
as full and ample manner as of Right belongs to them, and 
in ſuch manner as they now poſſeſs the ſame, 


e. 


% AND therefore the Subjects, Inhabitants, Merchants, Com- 
manders of Ships, Maſters and Mariners of the Kingdoms, Pro- 
vinces, and Dominions of each King reſpectively, ſhall abſtain 
and forbear to Trade and Fiſh in all the Places poſſeſo d, or 
which ſhall be poſle(s'd by one or the other Party in America, 
Vis. The King of Great Britain's Subjects ſhall not drive their 
Commerce and Trade, nor Fiſh in the Havens, Bays, Creeks, 
Roads, Shoals or Places which the moſt Chriſtian King holds, or 
& ſhall hereafter hold in America. And in like manner, the 


„ moſt Chriſtian King's Subjects ſhall not drive their Commerce 
and Trade, nor Fiſh in the Havens, Bays, Creeks, Roads, 


Shoals, or Places which the King of Great Britain poſſeſſes, or 
& ſhall hereafter poſſeſs in America: And if any Ship or Veſſel 
ſhall be found Trading or Fiſhing contrary to the Tenor of 
« this Treaty, the ſaid Ship or Veſſel, with its Lading, Praof 
de being made thereof, ſhall be confiſcated ; nevertheleſs, the 
* Party who ſhall find himſelf aggriev'd, by ſuch Sentence or 
Confiſcation, ſhall have Liberty to apply himſelf to the Privy 
Council of that King, by whoſe Governours or Judges the 
Sentence has bcen given againſt him: But 'tis always to be un- 
derſtood that the Liberty of Navigation ought in rio manner 


to be diſturb'd, where nothing is committed againſt the genuine 
« Senlc of this Treaty. 
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e IT is alſo agreed, That in Caſe the Subjects and Inhabi- 
tants of either of the Kings, with their Shipping (whether 
Publick or of War, or Private and of Merchants) be forc'd 
thro' Streſs of Weather, Purſuit of Pirates and Enemies, or 


any other urgent Neceſlity, for ſeeking of Shelter and Har- 


bour, to retreat and enter into any of the Rivers, Crecks, 
Bays, Havens, Roads, Ports and Shores belonging to the other 
in America, they ſhall be received and treated there with all 
Humanity and Kindneſs, and enjoy all Friendly Protection and 
Help: And it ſhall be lawful for them to refreſh and provide 
themſelves, at reaſonable and the uſual Rates, with Victuals 
and all Things needful for the Suſtenance of their Perſons or 
Reparation of their Ships, and Conveniency of their Voyage: 
And they ſhall no manner of Way be detained or hindred 
from returning out of the ſaid Ports. or Roads, but ſhall 
remove and depart when and whither they pleaſe, without any 
Let or Hindrance ; provided always that they do not break 
Bulk, nor carry out of their Ships any Goods, expoſing them 
to Sale, nor receive any Merchandiſe on Board, or employ 
themſelves in Fiſhing, under the Penalty of Confiſcation of 
Ships and Goods, as in the foregoing Article is expreſs'd : And 
it is fartheragreed, That whenſoever the Subjects of either King 
ſhall be forced to enter with their Ships into the others Ports, 
as above-mention'd, they ſhall be oblig'd, at their coming in, 
to hang out their Flag for the Colours of their Nation, and 
give Notice of their coming by thrice firing a Cannon ; and 


- if they have no Cannon, by firing a Musket thrice: Which if 


they ſhall omit to do, and yct ſend their Boat on Shore, they 
ſhall be liable to Confiſcation. 


HAD theſe Articles been ſitictly obſervd after the Treaty of 


Utrecht, (as till that Time they had generally been) the French 
had never been in a Condition to diſpute the Sugar Trade with 
the Brit;/þ Sugar Colonies; who in that Caſe would have in- 


D | creaſed 
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l | creaſed in proportion to the Increaſe of the Conſumption of 
! Sugar in general, which doubtleſs has been very great. But the 
11 French, ever ſince the Treaty of Utrecht, have obſerv'd the 
| | Treaty of 86 ſo far only as it tended to their real Intereſt ; at 


ſometimes inſiſting on it, and confiſcating our Ships by Colour 
1 of it; and at other Times diſpenſing with it, and admitting an I 
1 Import of whatever they want to ſupport and enlarge their Sugar ; 
| Plantations, And thus their Practice, in Point of Trade, is 
1 ever and anon in direct Oppoſition to their Treaties. 


_ IF the Treaty of 86 has been, and continues to be thus 
It eluded, and the French are thereby become Rich and Powerful 
in their Sugar Colonies, as in Truth they are; Ought not the 
good End propoſed by that Treaty, (vis. ) a total Prohibition of 
Trade with the French Colonies in the MWeſt.- Indies to be ſecured 
by a Law ? And is not a Prohibition of the Britiſßh Subjects ſup- 
plying the French Sugar Colonics, and the Dutch too, (for 
they alſo drive no inconſiderable Trade with our Northern Colo- 
nies for thoſe Things they want to fupport and enlarge their 
Sugar Works) with ſuch Materials and Neceſſaries as tend to 
ſupport and enlarge them (as Lumber and Horſes, in particular, 
moſt evidently do) now become ablolutely neceſlary ? 


1 TO this I have here objected, That if the Northern Britiſß 
171 Colonies are prohibited ſupplying the French Sugar Colonies with 
15 Lumber and Horſcs, thoſe Colonies may get em elſewhere; 
77 (vig.) that they may have Lumber from the Mi/i/ipps or Canada, 
14 and Horſes from the Durch, or (what will do as well) Mules 
from the Spaniards : But in Anſwer to this, tis to be conſider d, 
that though it may be true, that the French may have Timber 
enough growing on the Banks of the Miſſiſippi, and at St. 
Lawrence, or on the Iſlands in or near thoſe vaſt Rivers; yet 
the Navigation to and from either of thoſe Parts of the World is 
4 ſo dangerous and tedious too, that Lumber from thence muſt " 
14 come prodigious dear to the French Sugar Planters in the 
11 Caribbee Iſlands; Beſides this, the French have not, at preſent, any * 
1 Saw: Mills; and it muſt be a Work of Time and of great Expence 1 
" too, to erect ſuch Mills, and many Years muſt neceſſarily paſs | 4 
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before any conſiderable Quantity of Lumber can be ſent from 
their Northern Colonies, which, by the way, are now but thinly 
Pcopled in Compariſon with their Sugar Colonies, which abound 
in Men. And if the French find themſelves oblig'd to furniſh 
more Hands to their Northern Colonies, (which they muſt 
neceſſarily do, if they ptopoſe to get Lumber from thence) they 
mult be forc'd to ſpare them from their Sugar Colonies; which 
conſequently will grow the weaker, and fo be leſs to be fear'd 
by their Neighbours ; and at the ſame Time, a Check will be 
thereby put to the French Settlements of St. Lucia, ominique 
and St. Vincents, which they now ſcem to have very much at 
Heart, | 

AS to the Article of Horſes, it is certain the Dutch have 
none to ſpare, for they themſelves will not permit a Foreigner to 
trade with them at dͤurinam or any other of their Settlements 
on the Continent, unleſs he import there a certain Number of 
Horſes in Proportion to the Burthen of his Veſlel. 


THE Spaniards have Mules on the Continent, but hardly 
more than ſufficient for their own Service, and they ſet a very 
great Value on them, much more. than they do on Horſes : 
Some are now and then got from thence, but in a clandeſtine 
Way, and by Stealth; and to carry them fo far up to Wind- 
ward as Martinique, or other the Caribbee Iſlands, is extreamly | 
hazardous as well as chargeable, This the Barbadians know, 
who know the Value of them, and would gladly prefer them 
to the Horſes of New England, could they get 'em upon any 
reaſonable Terms: But ſo it is, that there are not now, nor 
have been for theſe 30 Years paſt, 6 Mules at a Time in this 
Iſland, when at the ſame Time there are, and generally have 
been not leſs than 6,000 Horſes here. 


| I CANNOT but obſerve to you, that this Strength of l 
1 Horſes was a principal Reaſon why the French durſt not attack 2 
Þ Barbadoes in the Courſe of the laſt War. They had then very 


few Horſes, and knew what Numbers of them the . 
had, and therefore juſtly dreaded to make a Deſcent upon ar 
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Idand that had almoſt as many Horſes as fighting Men in it; by 
which Means the Barbadians would have been enabled to-con- 


vey their Men with Eaſe from one Part of the Iſland to the 


other, and fight on Foot or Horſeback as they thought. beſt, 
while the French muſt have footed- it thro' rugged Ways in a 
ſcorching Climate. 


I HAVE had the Pleaſure to hear many of the French Of- 
ficers acknowledge this: But if the French are to be ſupply'd 


with Horſes from our Northern Colonies, the Advantage we 
had over them in the laſt War, in the Superiority of our Horſe, 
will ſoon be loſt to us, and the Iſland will be loſt along with it 


in Caſe of a War, and then adieu to all our other Caribbee 


I lands. | : 


I NEED not tell you, who know the Conſtitution of our 


Iſland, and the State of our Militia perfectly well, that we have 


5co Sugar- Work Plantations with Wind-mills, and that each of 
thoſe Plantations maintains, one with another, eight Horſes ; 
to which Number muſt be added the Horſes employ'd on the 
leſſer Plantations, and thoſe kept by Divines, Lawyers, Phyſicians, 
Gentlemen, Merchants, Factors and Tradeſmen in the ſeveral 
Towns of this Ifland, which are at leaſt half as many more; and 
that every Plantation that contains 100 Acres of Land, is oblig d 
to provide in the Militia a Horſe and Man compleatly armed; 
and if 160 Acres, then 2 Horſes and 2 Men; and for every 
100 Acres more, another Horſe and Man, beſides what every 
Plantation ſends to the Foot, (which is a Footman compleatly 
armed for every 20 Acres); and that every Man that has not 
20 Acres of Land, muſt ſerve in the Militia in Perſon on Horſe- 
back, if he keeps a Horſe, or othcrwiſe on Foot: And that no 
Man in Barbadoes is excuſed from ſerving in Perſon in the Mi- 
litia, be his Degree or Profeſſion what it will. 


IT has been farther objected againſt the ſecond. Point above- 
mention d; That tis hard that any Britiſh Subject ſhould be 
reſtrain'd from a free Vend of the Produce of their Labour and 
dnduſtry upon Briti/p Soils ; and I muſt own, in many Caſes, 

| it 
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it may be ſo, but ſurely not in the preſent Caſe of the Northern 


Colonies, who tho reſtraind from a Trade with the foreign Sugar 
Colonies for thoſe Things that tend to ſupport and enlarge them, 


will ſtill have Britiſh Colonies enough to vend all their Produce 
in, beſides an extenſive Vend for them elſewhere no way pro- 
hibited. 


DO they complain of a Reſtriction in the Vend of their 
Produce to the foreign Sugar Colonies only, and not remember 
that the Brzti/h Sugar Colonies are reſtrain'd from exporting theirs 
to any Part of the Univctſe but Great Britain and the Britiſh 
Northern Colonics ? 


RESTRICTIONS in Trade are often to the Prejudice of 
Particulars, but furely the Good of the Whole muſt be regarded 
befote that of any particular Member; and no wiſe State will 


. Cuffer any one of its Colonies to grow rich, and that too by a 


Trade carry d on in Derogation of Solemn Treaties calculated 


for the Good of. the Whole, to the inevitable Deſtruction of 


any other of its Colonies equally, if not more, valuable, and to 
the irreparable Damage of the State itſelf, which I take to be 
the preſent Cale of our Northern and Southern Colonies.” 


YOU will give me Leave to make one Remark more, as to 
the Prohibition of the Importation of Lumber from our Northern 
Colonies into the French Colonies, which had almoſt {lipp'd 
me, and that is this; That ſhould a Prohibition of a direct Im- 
portation thereof from our Northern Colonies into the Erench 
Sugar Colonies be granted, it would not be of that ill Conſe- 


quence to our Northern Colonies as they ſeem to apprehend ; for 


they might, notwithſtanding that Prohibition, carry their Lumber 
to any of the Portugueſe or Spaniſh Iſlands in the Weſtern 
Occan, and ſend from thence Certificates of its being landed 
there ; and might then ſell it, or leave it! there to be ſold: and 
forwarded to the French, who will be glad to get it even that” 
Way, and will ſtill find it cheaper than to fetch it from the 
Miſſiſidbi or Canada. 7 a 


1T 
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IT muſt be own'd that this round-about Way will be tedious 
and expenſive. Be it ſo, ſince all the Expence will fall on the 
1 French, and thereby the Britiſh Sugar Planter will be ſupply'd 
| with Lumber about 15 or 20 per Cent. cheaper than the French- 
| vi | Man. N 


1Y THIS Advantage, conſiderable as it is in itſelf, will, how. 
| 1 ever, be much over-ballanced by that the French have over us in 
relation to the Vent of their Sugars, Rum and Melaſſes; which 
- conf me to the third Point propoſed by the Repreſentation ; ; 
that is, 


1 | Abe encouraging a Vent of our Sugar, Rum and Melaſſes, 
11 by permitting them to be ſent ditectly from our Brztiſh 
4: Colonies to all foreign Ports, where the Subjects of 


foreign Powers are permitted to go directly with their 


Produce of the like Kinds, upon paying as eaſy Duties 
; as Foreigners pay in the like Caſes. 


UPON this Head you will give me Leaye to make a Remark 
or two; (bis.) That if two Traders deal in one and the ſame 
Commodity, and pay each of them the ſame prime Coſt for it; 
and one of them can afford to carry his Goods directly, and 

- ſooneſt to Market, and ſell them cheaper than the other can, 


0 ; | that he that thus can carry his Goods directly, and ſooneſt to 
4 Market, and ſell cheapeſt, muſt. and will engroſs the Market, 
10 and ruin the other Trader. 
$ 7 
" - AND this is the Caſe between us and the French, with this 


Ft Difference only, that the prime Coſt of their Sugars in their 


114 Colonies, is much leſs than that of ours is in our Colonies ; 


in which Difference is occaſion'd not only by the Fertility of their 
| new Soils, where no Dung is wanting, and the Labour of one 
Negro will go as far as that of two in our old Plantations ; but by 

the many Encouragements they reccive from their Mother Country, 

| and by their gainful Trade with our Northern American Colo. 
niesand Ireland, as allo with the ye Ports in the We/?- ka 
BUT 
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BUT taking it for granted, that the prime Coſts of the 
French Sugars in their Plantations, and that of ours in oyr Plan- 
tations are equal, (tho' at this Time the Difference is conſiderable) 
yet as the French ate permitted to ſend directly to the Ports of 
Spain Sugars of all Sorts, (except Raw and Muſrovado Sugars) 
and all other the Product of their Iſlands in America, paying 4 
Duty of one per Cent. only on Exportation, without firſt carry- 
ing them into France; and the Briti/h Sugar Colonies are oblig d 
to carry all their Sugars, and all other enumerated Goods firſt into 
Great Britain, after paying in the Colonies where they are pro- 
duced, (Jamaica excepted) a Duty of 4 = per Cevt. in Specie on 
Exportation, before they can carry them any where elſe, (except 
to the other Britz/h Colonies) and are oblig'd, upon exporting 
them afterwards from Great Britain, to leave in Great Britain 
a Duty of near two per Cent. and are put to the Riſque of a 
double Voyage, beſides the Charge of it, which amounts to above 
twenty per Cent. more; tis certain that the French muſt cut us 
out of the Sugar Trade in the Streights, and the Export of our 
Sugars thither muſt be intirely loſt, unleſs we are permitted to 
carry our Clay'd Sugars from our Plantations directly to foreign 
Markets, and upon as eaſy Terms as our Rivals carry theirs, 


for a Difference of 25 + per Cent. on Sales between two Traders 


dealing on the ſame Commodity, muſt, without much Diſpute, 
enrich the one, and undo the other. | 


SUGARS are a pondrous Commodity, and ſubje& to large 
Charges and Waſte, and 'tis impoſſible for us to carry our Sugars 


directly to all foreign Markets on the Footing we now are: 


But were we permitted to carry our Clay'd Sugars directly to all 
forcign Markets where the French are permitted to carry theirs, 


and upon as eaſy Duties as they ; ſuch a Permiſſion will force. 


an Export, and the Proceeds thereof will be brought to Great 
Britain, as well as the Produce of the Fiſh that is carry'd from 
New England and Newfoundland; and the better Market the 
Britiſh Sugar Planter finds for his Clay'd Sugar, the cheaper 
he can afford, his Muſcovado Sugars to the Briz/h Grocer 
and Britiſh Sugar Baker, 


"AND 
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AND ſuch a Permiſſion will increaſe the Quantity of Mu/*- 
covado Sugars ; for that Encouragement will enable the Brit iſb 
Sugar Colonies to plant more Land; repair their old Buildings: 
erect new ones; buy more Slaves, Horſes, Lumber, Fiſh, Beef, 
Flower, and other Plantation-Neceſſaries, which will draw from 
Great Britain an immenſe Quantity of Woollen and other Manu- 
factures, and employ more Ships and Scamen to the Benefit of 
the Brit i/þ Nation than are now employ'd by the Northern Co- 
lonies, to the Benefit and Support of foreign Powers. 


I MUST boſerve to you upon this Occaſion, That the 


| Sugars that will be produced for ſome Years off of thoſe new 


Iſlands, will be all of them Muſcoadoes; for Sugar produced 
off of new Lands, and great Part of the old Lands, will not 
turn under Clay; ſo that there will be no Reaſon to apprehend 
but the Brzti/h Markets will, notwithſtanding ſuch Permiſſion, 
be ſupply'd with Sugar in as great Plenty, and as cheap as ever; 
for Profit will be follow'd as long as there is a ſuitable Soil to 
plant, and Markets will be FS while a reaſonable Advan- 
tage may be gain'd. 


AND. beſides all this, the ſupporting and — our 
Sugar Colonies (and this Permiſſion will be no inconſiderable 
Support and Encouragement to them) will be the moſt effectual 
Method to encourage and ſecure our Northern Colonies, and 
render them more dependant on Great Britain. 


IWOU Ib ask thoſe Gentlemen who oppoſe a Vend of 
our Sugar, Rum and Melaſſes directly from our Britiſh Colo- 
nies to ſuch foreign Ports as the Subjects of foreign Powers are 
permitted to go directiy with theirs, a few Queſtions: Have the 
French leſſen d their Imports into — by the Indulgences 
given their Sugar Colonies? Is their Navigation, Shipping or 
Revenue thereby abated? Are their Factors Commiſſions or 
Merchants Profits thereby leſſen d? Are the Conſumers of Sugars 


in the French Dominions taxed by an enhanced Price? Surely, 
| No. On the contrary, the Reyetſe is apparent, and the French 


3 have 


LW 


have gained an immenſe Treaſure by their extenſive Exportation 
of the Product of their Sugar Colonies. 


TIME was, when our Iſland had a free Liberty of Exportation 
to all Nations that traded, and were in Amity with England; 
and in the Veat 165t, when this loyal Iſland was oblig'd to ſur- 
render upon Articles to the Parliamentary Forces under the Com- 
mand of Sir George Ayſcue, one of the Articles of theit Rendi- 
tion, was in the Words following (viz.) 


A-KTICLE 


© THAT all Port Towns and Cities under the Parliament's 


« Power, ſhall be open unto the Inhabitants of this Iſland in as 
c great a Freedom of Trade as ever; and that no Companies 
be placed over them, nor the Commodities of this Iſland be 
c engroſsd into private Mens Hands; and that all Trade be 
<« free with all Nations that do Trade, and are in Amity with 
« England. 


d 
THIS Iſland then flouriſh'd, and was then look'd upon as a 
Limb of the Common Wealth of England, I mention this 
only to ſhew the Senſe of the Engliſh Nation at that Time, in 
regard to the Sugar Colonies, and the happy Conſequences 
thereof. 


THE Act of Navigation, and the many Acts afterwards made, 
laying Impoſts on the Products of the Britiſh Sugar Colonies, 
made a woful Alteration of their State, and they have ever ſince 
been declining; and the French are now ready to give them 
the Coup de Grace, unleſs our Legiſlature interpoſe. 


EUROPE is not now in the ſame State it was when the 


Act of Navigation was made, and thoſe Reſttictions and Duties 
were imposd on the Product of the Brztiſh Sugar _ Colonies. 
Our Laws are not like thoſe of the Medes and Perſians, unalte- 
rable, but receive from Time to Time ſuch Changes as the Change 
of Times and Face of Affairs require; and therefore I will not 


doubt 
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doubt but a Britiſb Parliament, ever mindful of their Country's 
Good, and jcalous of an encroaching, overbearing Rival, will 
ſupport and revive, by proper Encouragements, their Sugar 
Colonics, ſo uſeful to Great Britain. x 76 


IAM unwilling to mention ſome trifling Neflections and 
unfair Inſinuations made by the Enemies of the Britiſßh Sugar 
Planters; ſuch as thoſe : That they are idle, luxurious, and 
keep too good Tables, and want to monopolize the Sugar Trade 
to maintain their Extravagancies. l own there are and have 
been in Barbadozs, as in all other Countries, lazy, imprudent, 
and expenſive Men: but the general Character of a People is 
not ſurely to be taken from that of a few Particulars. Let the 
worſt Enemy that Iſland has, view their Sugar Works, built with 
ſo much Strength, Neatneſs and Convenience, and ęvery way 
fitted for the Ules intended; their Highways mates 
raſles, and cut thro' Mountains; their Bridges over Swamps and 
Gullies; and their indefatigable Labour in the Culture of their 
Plantations, not to be match'd, perhaps, by any other Planters 


upon Earth; and then charge them with Idleneſs if he can: 


And let him ſee their frugal Tables, cover'd moſtly with ſalt 
Proviſions, and Pulſe, and Roots of their own raiſing, and con- 
demn them of Luxury. Surely thoſe Fiſh-eatcrs of New England, 
who thus cnyy, and therefore hate and ſlander the Britiſh Sugar 
Planter, would wiſh to ſee the jolly Yeomen of Old England 
reduc'd to Lecks and Onions, Garlick, and Wooden * 


I WILL y no more on this ungrateful Subjedl. but give 
you a Calculate of the preſent Value of Barbadves, conſider d 
as a Sugar Colony, drawn, I'm ſure, as near the Truth as poſ- 
ſible, and far from any Exaggeration; that the World may 
judge whether it deſerves to be treated with that Contempt its 
malicious Enemies have affected of late to treat it with, 
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The CAaLcULATE is as follows, vis. 


500 Wind-mills, at 800/, each —— — — 1.400, ooo 
Boiling-houſes, Still-houſes, Curing-houſes, Negro- 
houſes, Traſh-houſes, Smiths, Coopers and Car- 
penters Shops, &c. at 1200 J. for each Wind. 
mill Eſtate 


Carts, Pots, Drips, and other Utenſils, at at 150/, -_ 3 
each Wind-mill Eſtate — 75. 


690,000 


106,000 Acres of Land, with the G now grow- 
or” 2,1 20,000 
ing thereon, at 20/. per Acre — — 
65,000 Negroes, at 30 J. per Head —— — 1,950,000 
20,00 Head of Cattle, at 101. — — 200,000 
6,000 Horſes, at 204. per Head — — 120,000 


26 Pot-Kilns, 80 Cattle-Mills, and Works — — 35,000 


5,500,000 | 


IN this Calculate, all the four Towns of the Iſland, and all 
Dwelling-houſes, with their neceſſary Out-houles, are left our, 
and nothing more is brought to Account but what merely relates 


to the Sugar Trade ; which amounts to Five Millions and a 
half. 


I'F that Trade be loſt to Barbagoes, (as it infallible muſt be 
if tis not ſoon put on a better Foot than now it is) the two firſt, 
as allo the laſt Article of the Calculate, will become of no 
Worth, the Land be of little Value, and all the reſt of the 
Articles be reduc'd to leſs than one half of their Value, unleſs 
fold to the French, who will gladly buy them: For in what 
Caſe, all that the beſt Planters will have to do, will be to plant 
Corn, Potatoes, Eddoes, Caſſada, Yams and Plantains, and raiſe 
Hogs, Sheep, Goats and Poultry for the Support of Life, and 
manufacture their own Cotton for Cloathing, and live as the 
Native Indianc, whom they formerly drove out, uſed to do, 


and till do at W and St. Vincenis. 
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"TIS no eaſy Matter to compute exactly how great a Loſs 
Great Britain will ſuffer by the Deſtruction of that one ſingle 
Sugar Colony of Barbadoes, but it may be nearly guelt at by 
conſidering the preſent Value of it. 


'AND if the Loſs of the Sugar Trade to only one of the 
Br#tiſh Colonies will be thus great, What muſt the total Loſs of 
the Sugar Trade be to all of them? And how great mult the 
Loſs of Great Britain be in that Caſe? | 


IAM afraid I have tired you with this long Letter z and 
yet I cannot forbcar adding a Word or two more. 


YOU will obſerve from the Repreſentation the many Ad- 
vantages the French Sugar Planters have over our Sugar Planters, 
of which 1 beg Leave to ſay, that of the Liberty they have of 
trading with the adjacent Spaniſh Iſlands, however hitherto but 
little taken Notice of and conſider'd, is not the leaſt. That 
Trade adds to their Strength as well as Riches ; it imploys ſome 
Hundreds of French Scamen, and brings Caſh to them in great 
Plenty, in Exchange for Flower and other Goods purchas'd by 
them from our Northern Colonics, with their Rum and Mela 
ſes; ſo that they thereby turn thoſe Products into Spaniſh Silver, 
which centers in Old France. 


Is it not worth conſidering, why the Brizzſh Sugar Colonics 
may not have the ſame Liberty of trading with thole Spaniards 
as the French have? They apparently. get vaſtly by that Trade, 
and why may not we do ſo? Let our Gains that Way be what 
they will, they will all center in Great Britain, and there in- 
creale the Capital Stock of our Mother Nation. 


AFTER all, tis till in the Power of the Britiſßh Parliament 
to preſerve the Britiſh Empire in America, which, however, 
cannot be done without ſupporting their Sugar Colonies ; the 
Loſs whereof muſt incvitably be attended with that of our Nor- 
thern Colonies; And this may effectually be done by a few 

1 =o Regulations 
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Regulations of the American Trade propos'd in the Repre- 
ſentation, | 

THAT the Britiſh Sugar Colonies have thus Suffer'd and 
been reduc'd to a very declining and almoſt periſhing Condi- 
tion, ſeems to me, in a great meaſure, owing to their own 
Indolence and Remiſſneſs in not making their Grievances earlier 
known to the Legiſlature, who only can give them an ade- 
quate Relicf, The Crown of Great Britain will never tamely 
ſuffer the Sugar Trade to be loſt: Should that happen, the 
vaſt Weſtern Occan will, in a few Years, be overſpread with 
French Ships going to and fro with the Riches of America, 
and the Produce and Manufactures of the French Dominions, 
and the Profits and Increaſe thercof, will all center in Old. 
France. | 


FRANCE, .(which will be thereby enabled to increaſe and 
pay their Armies and Fleets; which will never want Seamen 
from all- Parts) and their Northern Colonies will daily grow 
more Wealthy and Powerful; while ours muſt decline, and 


in a very few Years come to a final Deſttuction. 


BUT I will entertain thoſe melancholy Thoughts no more; 
and henceforth firmly hope for better Things, in a full Per- 
ſuaſion, that the Manly Genius of the Britiſh Nation will once 
more at length ariſe, exert its ancient Vigour, protect and 
cheriſh its Meſt-India Colonies, confound their Enemies, and 
aſſert and gloriouſly maintain The Britiſh Empire in America. 


Jam, &c. 
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